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Extract from the Rev. Mr. Kicherer's Narrative of
his Miflion in South Africa.

THE great Head of the Church, the author of all fpiritual

gifts, appears to have been for many years preparing this

valuable Miffionary, for his arduous and honourable calling.

At a very early period of life, when reading the voyages and
difcoveries of Captain Cook, he conceived the generous idea of
enlightening the benighted heathen ; his whole foul was en-

gaged in the benevolent defire of conveying the light of the

glorious gofpel to the regions and (hadow of death ; but how
fuch a wifli could be accomplilhed, he was unable to form the

moft diftant conjefture ; he knew not then that there was fuch
a being in exiftence as a Chriftian Miffionary. Neverthelefs,

He, who doubtlefs feparated him from his mother^s womb to

this apoftolic work, kept alive in his heart this fpark of holy
zeal, until the time arrived, when it fhould burft forth into that

facred flame which has been lately witneffed.

Soon after the Miffionary Society was formed in London, in-

formation of its eftabliftiment reached the Proteftant Churches
of Holland. Mr. Kicherer, who was a member of one of
thofe churches, happening to fpend an afternoon at the houfe
of a pious friend, his minifter alfo came to pay a vifit to the

family, when he communicated the pleafmg intelligence which
he had juft received ; That a Society was formed in England
for the purpofe of fending the gofpel to the heathen j and
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that a (liip laden with the Heralds of Salvation was about t#
fail for the Illmds of the South. It is impoffible to defcribc

Ae joy afforded him by this intenigei>ce. Mr. Krchefer exult-

ed in the hope that he fhould one day gratify the deareft wifl\

of his heart, in becoming the Mefienger of Jefus to the be-

nighted world. Application was foon made, to the Society,

and he was accepted as one of their Mifiionaries.

On the 5th of December, 1798, together VvMth Dr. Vander-
kemp, Mr. Edmond and Mr. Edwards, he embarked for the

Cape of Good Hope, where they arrived in March, 1799. At
the time of their arrival, three Bofchemen came thither from
Zak. River, m the capacity of public ambalTadors, earneftly de~

liring that fome good men. might be fent to therr country to

inftnict them. Providence had opened this door in the follow-

ing manner : The farmers of the back fettlements, of whom
Florus Fifcher was the principal, had been greatly reduced by-

the depredations of the neighbouiing Bofchemen. To prevent

fimilar caUimities in future,, the Landdroft advifed them to

purchafe a peace at the expenfe of feveial thoufand Iheep. , At
the ratification of this contract, Mr. Fifcher, who was ^ploy-
ed by government (under whom he was a field-cornet) to ne-

gociate a peace with the Bofehemen, and in which he happily'

lucceeded, ofFcred up a prayer with his family and fome of the

fettlers in the prefence of the Hottentots ; who upon their in-

quiry into the nature and delign of this action were informed,

that it was done with a view of imploring the bleffing of Al-

mighty" God, who is the fource of every good^ ; they were alfo

told, that their ignciance and neglect of this divine Being was

rfie real caufe of their comparative wretchednefs. On this ex-

planation the Bofchemen exprefied their earneft defire that

proper perfons might come and refid^ among them, who would

afford them thofe valuable inftructions, which would enable

them to become as rich and happy as their neighbours. This

defire Mr. Fifcher was fmcercly defirous of gratifying, but by

what means he was- utterly at a lofs to conceive, efpecially as a

dread of thefe favage people univerfally prevailed, and it feem-

ed improbable that any teacher would venture into- fuch a wil-

dernefs, feparated from all Chriftian fociety> But how marvel-

lous are the ways of God ! For at this very time, Mr. Kicherer

a-nd rile other MifTionaries were influenced to come from a far

country to comply with their unknown defire. On their arri-

val at the Cape they met with thefe Bofchemen-, and confidered

this concurrejice of ev;;nr<= as a providential call to vifit them ^

and having looked up to the Lord to point out which of them--

fhould go, they appealed to the lot, which fell on Mr. Kicherer..

Mr. Edwards had previoully det?ermined to go there, and Mr.

Kramer a, native of the Cape followed them afterwards. On.

the 2 2d of May, leaving Cape Tr v 11^ they proceeded Lo Roder
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fa-n3, where they met v/ith the moft welcome reception froiTS

-the Rev. Mr. Vofs, who prelided over a iiourilhing congrega-

tion there. On the 25th June they kt't Rodelimd laden with

the prefents of their .friends. Their object was now to proceed

as far as Florus Fifcher's, who polfeflcs the laft farm in the Kar-

roo. After a fortnight's journey through the ^mountainous

Buckfield, and the level Karroo, they arrived fafely at Mr. Fif-

cher's, where they received a cordial welcome.

Here they continued. three weeks in order to prepare for their

further journey, during which they enjoyed many a crcwded
and happy meeting with the neighbouring cultivators, particu-

larly on the Sabbath days, when they had twenty two waggons
full of people, befides many on horfeback, fome of w:hom came
four days* journey to hear the word of God, and te partake of
the lord's fupper ; for many of thefe people have no church
which they can attend nearer than Rodefand, which, though
eight days' journey diilant, they fometimcs attend. The happi-

iiefs they enjoyed in thsfe days was inexpreflible, becaufe of the

wonderful bkfling the Lord gave to his word. at tJiat time, botk
among Chriftians and Heathens.

On the 2 2d of July ;diey left the Karroo, accompanied by
-their generous hoft, Mr. Fifcher,^vith feveral other farmers and
their fervants, to the number of about fifty, having in t'heir

train fix waggons full of provifions, tixty oxen and near two
hundred (heep, the kind prefents of the Dutch fettlers. They
were often befet on the way, by lions and tygers, which
greatly abound in tliat country. :On the 29th they pafTed the

lad inhabited houfe in RockHdd, and found tlie country a per-

fect defert without a blade of grafs. Wild horfes, lions an4
oftriches abound in it. The eggs of the latter afforded them
an agreeable repaft. Here they halted one day to refrefh the

cattle, and bake forae bread. 'Fwo of the company who went
to fhoot antelopes, faw two lions ; and another lion at night ap-

proached theirjencampmcnt, but was kept off by the fires, whicfi

v;ere kindled for that purpofe. After travelling .feveii days
without meeting a human being, on the 3d of Auguft they ar-

rived at a fpot where a few Bofchemen refided, three of whom
came to tliem. Thefe, when approaching a white man for the

firft time, from fome urgent motive, fuch as their ardent defire

of obtaining a little toba,cco, appear in an agony of fear, which
difcovers itfelf by the trembling of every limb ; yet fo vehe-

ment is their love of this narcotic, that they will ventui-e any
tiling to procure it, and had it not been for the powerful attrac-

tion of this favourite herb, they could not have been prevailed

on to come nigh them. The next day they were vifited by
twenty Bofchemen. On the 6th they fixed on a fpot, where
rhey agreed to fettle, and called it Happy Profped Fountain.

it is near two fine iprings of water, with a good piece of
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ground for cultivation ; but the furrounding country is barren,

and the Inhabitants few. Here they fell on their knees, devot-

ing this place, as well as themfelves, to the fervice of the Lord,
requeuing his continual prefence with them, while they dwelt
in the wildernefs, and imploring his bleffing on their future la-

bours. They alfo began to prepare a plot for a garden, and to

build a hut of reeds, no other materials offering themfelves for

that purpofe, not a tree growing in that country. In thefe ne-

ceflciry labours they were affifted by their kind friends the far-

mers. Their people Ihot two antelopes, but when their Hotten-

tots v/ent to fetch them, they found that one had been claimed

by the lions, the fovereigns of that region. In the evening they

diftindly heard their dreadful roars.

On the 1 2th of Auguft Mr. Fifcher and their other kind

friends were obliged to leave them, and return home. This

was a time of fevere trial. Mr. Kichcrer was inexpreflibly de-

» je6led at firft, but the Lord comforted him. A party of about

thirty more Bofchemen foon arrived to inquire into the reafon

of their coming. They wereatfirft exceedingly fliy ; but fmall

prefents of the irrefiftible herb prel'ently rendered them more
familiar. Soon after this their reed hut tumbled down, in confe-

quence of their attempt to make it tighter, by a covering of

clay, which it would not fupport, and they fet about building

a more fubftantial dwelling. At that time Mr. Ki(^ierer's

fpirits were deeply deprefTed, and his fituation would have been

infupportable, feparated from all he loved in this world, had
not urgent bufmefs difperfed his gloomy reflecflions, and had
not the Lord whom he ferved, condefcended to pacify his

troubled heart, when he fpread his complaints before him. This

was efpecially the cafe one evening, when fitting on a ftone, in

a circle of Bofchemen, he attempted to convey the firft inftruc-

tions to their untutored minds.

It may not be improper here to introduce fome account of

thefe wild people. They have no idea whatever of the fu-

preme Being, confequently they pra(5tife no kind of worftiip.

They have however a fuperftitious reverence for a little infedl

known by the name of the Creeping-leaf, a fight ofwhich indi-

cates fomething fortunate, and to kill it, they fuppofe, will

bring a curfe upon the perpetrator. They have fome notion

of an evil fpirit, which they imagine produces mifchief,

particularly the difeafes which they endure, and to countera<a

his evil purpofes, a fort of men are employed to blow, and
make a humming noife over the fick, which they fometimes

continue for many hours togethen

Their manner of life is extremely wretched and difgufting.

They delight to fmear their bodies with a powder mingled with

the fat of animals, which makes them Ihine. They are utter

ftrangers to cleanlinefs, as they never wafh their bodies, but



JVfr. Kichercr^s Narrative.

fuffer the dirt to accumulate, io that it will hang a confidera-

ble length from their elbows. Their huts are formed by dig-

ging a hole in the earth about three feet, and then making a

roof of reeds, which is however infulBcient to keep off the rains.

Here they he clofe together like pigs in a ft ye. They are

extremely Uzy, fo that nothing will roufe them to action but

cxcefllve hunger. They will continue feveral days together

without food, rather than be at the pains to procure it. When
conttrained to fally forth for prey, they are dexterous in de-

iiroying the various beafts, which abound in the country. The
wild beafts are always Ihot with poifoned darts. They take the

poifon out of the jaw bone of a ferpent, and put it on the point

of the dart or harping iron. They then creep behind the fmall

buihes, where they conceal themfelves, and attack the beaft,

when about the diftance of an hundred fteps. If the dart

wounds him in the flighteft degree, the Hottentot is fure of

his prey ; fometimes the wounded beaft falls down dead imme-
diately, in other cafes he purfues it for a time and at length

fucceeds. They then take out the wounded part, and eat the

reft without injury. They can run almoft as faft as a horfe.

But when they cannot procure any prey, they make ftiift to live

on fnakes, mice, and the moft deteftable creatures, tliey can

find.

They are total ftrangers to domeftic happinefs. The men
have ieveral wives, but conjugal affection is little known.
They take no great care of their children, and never correft

them except in a fit of rage, when they almoft kill them by
fevere ufage. In a quarrel between father and mother, or the

feveral wives of a hulband, the defeated party wreaks his or

her revenge on the child of the conquerors, which in general

lofes its life* Tame Hottentots feldom deftroy their offspring,

except in a fit of paffion, but the Bofchemen will kill their chil-

dren without remorfe on various occafions, as when they arc

ill ftiaped, when they are in want of food, when the father of a
child forfakes his mother, or when obliged to flee from the

,
Faripers or others ; in which cafe they will ftrangle them,

fmother them, caft them away in the defert, or bury them alive.

There are inftances of parents throwing their tender offspring

to the hungry lion, who ftands roaring before their cavern,

refufing to depart, till fome peace-offering be made to him.

In general, their children ceafe to be the objects of a mother's

care, as foon as they are able to crawl about in the field.

They go out every morning, and when they return in the even-

ing, an old fheep's fkin to lie upon, and a little milk or piece of

meat, if they have it, is all they have to expedl:. In fome few
inftances, however, you meet with a fpark of natural affedion,

which places them on a level with the brute creation.
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The Bofchemen frequently forfake their aged relations, when
removing from place to place for the fake of hunting. In this

cafe they leave the old perfon vrith a piece of meat, and an
oftrich egg-fhell full of water. As foon as this little ftock is

exhaufted, the poor deferted creature muft perifh by hunger,

or become the prey of the wild beafts. Many of thefe wild

Hottentots live by plunder and murder, and are guilty of the

moft horrid and atrocious adions.

Such are the people to whom the providence of God diredleM

Mr. Kicherer and his companions. And among them, blelfed

be His name, he has been pleafed to call many to the fellowftiip

of the gofpel, and to render them the diftingiailhed trophies of

his almighty grace.
*

The time of the Mifllonaries and their people is fpent in the

following manner. About fun-rife they colled together for

prayer, when they read the Icriptures and fing an hymn ; then

the elderly people depart and the children go to fchool, who
are taught to read and fpell Dutch. In the mean time their

provifion is prepared by a Bofcheman girl. School being over

they proceed to their manual labour, fuch as gardening,

buihiijig, &c. About noow they dine, and the afternoon pafTes

away in the fame occupations as the forenoon. Evening arri-

ving, they conclude the day by prayer, fmging hymns, and
communicating, in the plainefl: manner they can, the knowledge
of divine things.

At this time Mr. Kicherer felt the great need and importance

of prayer. He was enabled often to bend his knees, jointly

with his little flock, before him who had promifed, that h«

would take the heathen for his inheritance. Pro(Irate at his

feet he was peculiarly affifted in wreftling earneftly for the blef-

fmg, and felt a happy freedom in pleading Chrift's own words

in diis cafe, and in relying upon his faithfulnefs to fulfil them.

It was then admirable to him to obferve, that frequently tlic

more dark and gloomy his profpeds were, the more abundantly

the fpirit of prayer, was given to him, fo that he was enabled to

fhelter himfelf in Jefus, to lay faft hold on him by faith, and 1%

commend thofe favagcs to his free love and grace.

From this time the number of his Bofchemen increafed, and

he began to find fome encouragement in his work. Oft did he

feel inexpreffibly happy, when fetting forth to thefe poor perifh-

,ing creatures the infinite grace of our Redeemer. Frequently

did he begin his work fighing, and conclude it exulting with

joy and gladnefs of heart. It was very affeding to obferve

how amazed they were, when he told them of a God, and of

the refurredion of the dead. They knew not how to expreffc

their aftonifliment in terms fufficiently ftrong, that they Ihould

'bave lived fo long without ever having thought of the Divine

B«ing. Ever after this they would call him their Ebo or ia-
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ifecr. Sometimes the Impreffion which the word made upon the

people was fo great, that it appeared, as if he had got above all

difappointment ; but at other times, the natural inconftancy of

the Boichemen feemed to reverfe every promifmg appearance,

it is impoffible to exprefs, what extraordinary fupplies of pa-

tience, prudence and fortitude, he needed at the beginning of

ihis work. However, fome of the people now began to pray ;

" O Lord Jefus Chrift, thou haft made the fun, the moon, the

hills, the rivers, the bullies ; therefore thou haft power alfo to

change my heart. be pleafed to make it entirely new."
Some told him they had not been able to fleep all night for for-

row on account of their fms, and that they had been forced to

rife and pray. Others faid, that on their hunting parties, they

had felt a fudden impulfe to proftrate themfelves before the

Lord, and to pray for a renewed heart. Among the many
difficulties he had to ftruggle with, the want of a good Inter-

preter was one of the chief. He prayed for one who was per-

fedly acquainted with the language, and who was not a ftran-

ger to the Influences of divine grace. At length the Lord"

granted his requeft, by the unexpe<5led arrival of William For-

tuin and his wife, who came to live with them. He was a
Hottentot, and ftie a Bofcheman ; but both were well acquaint-

ed with the Dutch language, and were rather more civilized

than the people in general. In this event he clearly faw, and
thankfully aGknov-Tedged the good providence of God, who
had heard and anfwered his prayer, and was conftrained to fay,
•* I love the Lord, for he hath heard the voice of my fupplica-

tion ! What fliall I render to the Lord for all his goodnefs ?

Who is a God like unto him, who giveth us all good things, if

we alk them in the name of Jefus ?"

From this memorable feafon every thing profpered more
than before, both in fpiritual and temporal concerns. William
was well acquainted with gardening, and his wife, who was the

principal interpreter, managed the bufmefs of the houfe ; fo

that he found himfelf greatly relieved.

Bufmefs increafmg every day, and the Bofchemen flocking to

them in conflderable numbers, he was obliged for the fake of
diftinguifhing one from another, to give them names, which he
wrote with chalk on their backs ; accordingly when any one
of tliem approached him, the firft thing he did was to ftiow his

flioulders. He ftudied to excite a fpirit of induftry in them>
for which purpofe he gave them little prefents ; to the men to-

bacco, to the women handkerchiefs j and dried fruit to the

children.

In the month of Oilober, they found their ftock of provifions

almoft cxhaufted, and had recourfe to God in prayer, who was
pleafijd to anfwcr them by inclining the heart of Francis Mor-
iu> a farmer, to fend them a handfoihc prefent, conflftipg of a



168 Mr. Richerer^s Narrative^

large bullock, thirty fheep, a quantity of flour, fait, Sic. The
Hottentot lervants, who brought thefe valuable articles, cheer-
fully added to them feveral Iheep of their own, as an expreffion

of their joy in the bleffings of the gofpel being brought to their

countrymen.
When they firfl entered on their work, they laboured to con-

vince their hearers by arguments addrelfed to their underftand-
ings, but their endeavours in this way had little fucccfs. They
continually raifed objedlions and difficulties. They then refort-

ed to another method ; they infifted chiefly on the dying love
of Chrill, in the moft fimple and afFedionate manner. They
reprefented him as the all-fuflicient friend of loft fmners ; ten-

derly i:iviting them to come to him, that they might be faved ;

and entreating them to give the fair trial of experience to their

dodrine by praying to Jefus. After they adopted this method,
the Lord was pleafed to make the word effedual to many fouls.

From time to time their hearers who were before impenetrable,

came to them, and with tears in their eyes declared, that they

perceived, more and more, the truth and excellency of tlie gof-

pel, which they preached, finding it to be the power of God to

their falvation. This was particularly the cafe of the tame
Hottentots who occafionally heard tliem.

One of the firft converts at this time was the old *Baftard

Hottentot John. For fome time paft he had felt a ftrong in-

clination to come and hear the word of God. From this defign

fome of the neighbouring farmers, being carnal men, had en-

deavoured to dilTuade him, infinuating that Mr. Kicherer

would certainly fell or kill him. However, he could not refid

his internal monitor. He came and heard. Having fat a few
days under the found of the gofpel, he began to cry aloud un-

der the painful fenfe of his fins, which he compared for number
to the fands of the defert. Indeed he had been an atrocious

offender. After he had for fome time mourned bitterly on ac-

count of his tranfgreflions, he began to fpeak of the love of

Chrift t;) fmners in general, and to himfelf in particular. This
was now his darling topic all the day long, while his eyes over-

flowed with tearb of love and gratitude. His heart was now
fo entirely taken up with the things of God, that he could

icarcely bear to fpeak of any thing elfe ; when fpoken to on
fome worldly bufmefs, he would fay, " / have fpoken too much

about the 'world, let me 7io--ju fpeak of Chrifl" Indeed he did fpeak

of him in a way that greatly furprifed every one ; he never

heard any perfon fpeak the fame things. He was moft evident-

ly and eminently taught of God. In the mean time his walk

and converfation were fuch as became his profeffion. In his

* So called when one of the parents is a Hottentot, and tlie other X
Bosehcman, not becattsc ofillcg'itiriiacy.
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Jieathenifti ignorance he had formerly four wives, and two at

the time of his coming to hear the gofpel. One day he faid he

mult put away his two wives. When alked why, he anfwer-

ed, ** Becaufe ivhen Jgo to God in prayer^ my heat t tells me it is bad

;

and Chriji more near t^ me than ten thoujand auives. I ivillfupport

them ; I nvill work for thevi ; and avill Jlay till God change^ their

hearts ; then I ivill take thejirjl <whofe heart is changed." After a

fhort but hvely courfe of grace, which continued five or fix

months, the Lord laid him on a fick bed, from which he never

recovered. He now infifted upon being carried to the place

of worfhip, faying, that as long as he could hear, he would en-

deavour to catch fome of the words of life. Two days before

his death, when afked how he felt, " J little loiv fpirited," was
his anfwer ; "ybr though Iamfure that I havefurrendered every inch

of my oivn felf to Chri/l, from the moment Ifrjlfaiv his lovelinefs, yet

I am notfo certain, at prefenty<whether he has accepted ofmyfurrender.'^
Mr. Kicherer- endeavoured to fatisfy him on this fubjedt

;

but he found no clearnefs till the day of his departure, when
he faid, " 0 Sir, I now fee that the Lord jfefus loves me nvith an

everlafihig love ; that he has accepted of me, and that he ivill be my
portion forever ; and noiVj though the vileflJlnner on earth, relying on

his blood and righteoufnefs, I ivill die and go to heaven, and there I
'Will wait for you.*'

•His eldeft fon, Cornelius, who was a fervant to a farmer at a

diftance, came to vifit his father juft at this moment. He burft

into tears and faid, " ^h, my father die fo happy in Jefus, and I
have no opportunity to hear his gcfpcl.** Moved by his forrow,

Mr. Kicherer wrote to his Malter, requeuing i^e would permit
him to come and live with them. He received a chriftian-like

letter from him, faying, that although he would not on any
other account part with his beft fervant, yet fbr the fake of the

gofpcl he would give him leave to come. Cornelius joined

them, and the Lord was pleafed to blefs the word of reconcil-

iation to his foul alfo. At firft he cried mightily to the Lord
to forgive his fins, and thought to move him by the earneftnefs

of his entreaties, yet he found no peace within, till at length he

learned that he could be jullified only by the blood of GhriH ;

he then obtained peace in the contemplation of the perfon of

our Redeemer. His heart was tilled with admiration, love and
gratitude, and he felt a ftrong defire to proclaim our Saviour

to thofe who knew him not. Irrdeed he thought himfelf called

upon to forfake his wife, and children, and go to diftant tribes

to preach Jefus to them. For half a year he ftruggled again ft

this impnlfe ; his body wafted in this fecret confllfl ; for he

concealed from every mortal what paffed in his bofom. At
length, unable any longer to fuftain this burden, he fuddenly

Hung his knapfack over his ftiouldcrs, and marched off into the

X
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Vildernefs. Here he fell on his knees to pray, when thefc

words came powerfully into liis mind ;
" thou d'tdji avell, in that

it ivas in thine heart but it fecmed added, " Go back to thy houfe

andfamily y and jirjl try to bring them near the Lord ; after this J
will let thee kno-zu ivhat thouJhouldjl do.'* Accordingly he return-

ed home, where he condudted himfelf in a pious manner, and
there is ground to hope that at fome future period he may be-

come ver}' afeful to his countrymen.
The calc ot' Either mud not be omitted here. Her original

name was Tray, a Coranna by birth. When (he made her firft

appearance among the MillwDnaries they could fcarcely believe

that flic was of the human fpecies. Her whole carriage denot-

ed brutality in the extreme. Her charofs was the moft filthy

they had ever feen. Many a time Mr. Kicherer thought, furely

it is impoilible that fuch a being Ihould ever be converted. But
where fin and wretchednefs abounded, grace was ftill more to

abound. Soon did her penitential tears begin to fk)w under

the he-.irrng of the word of peace ; and when alked, why (he

wept ; the reafons Ihe afligned were always fo pertinent and
proper, that her underftanding appeared far fuperior to what
Was firrt fuppofed. After fome time, fhe found herfelf obliged

to leave her hufi>and who had three other wives, and followed

the MifHonaries in all their future journies. For more than a
year Ihe continued to be uneafy under a fenfe of her fms ; but at

length the Lord comforted her foul ; (he was baptized, and is

become one of the moft adlive, Induftrious, and ufeful members
of the congregation. Her condudl is unexceptionable.

C;^^ Further particulars on this interejiingfubjeH nvill be infertcd

in our next Number.

Sketch of Rev. Mr. Bradley's Tour among a num-
ber of vacant Churches in New-Hampfliire and
Vermont, ac the Requeft of the Committee of

the Society.

Jf, £. This article has been mi/laid^ or it ivould have beea infertei

in a preceding Number,

To- the Massaehusetts Baptist Missionary Society.

Newport, 0<5l. 30, 1804.

Dear Fathers and Brethren in ChrijI,

HAVING juft returned from a journey mto the new fct-

tlements of Vermont, a few moments of my time is im-

proved to inform you of the ftate of religion in fome of the
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towns where I endeavoured to preach. In jouineying from

home, the firft town I preached in where the ways of ZioH

feemed to mourn, was Salem, in New-Hamplhire. Here a
Baptift church once flouriftied, but now appears without fcarco-

ly any power to maintain difcipUne, oppofe the vain philofophy

of men, and ftand againft the wiles of the devil. I tarried al-

moft two days among them, and preached four times. The
people were folemn, and fome appeared truly fenfible of their

broken fituation, and fighed for times of refrelhing to come
from the prefence of the Lord. They thanked the Miffionary

Society for their attention, and wilhed to be Aill remembered
and vifited as often as pofllble.

Leaving them I next preached in Londonderry to a few who
convened upon a Cbort notification. In this place fome appear-

ed deeply impre/fed with a fenfe of the odious nature of fin

;

othexs were rejoicing in the God of their falvation. The next

morning after croffing Merrimack River, I vifited a little houfe-

hold of faith in Bedford, where we fpent a few moments in

praying to God, and converfmg upon his everlafting love, the

enmity of the carnal mind againft him, and th-e irrefiftible ope-

ration of the Holy Spirit in regenerating the eleft. When we
were about to part, they informed me of their great diftance

from any of our preachers, and defired me, if it could be pofll-

ble, to return that way and preach one Lord's day among them.
1 gave them fome encouragement. I next called at Hopkin-
ton, and preached three times among the brethren. It was a
good day to my foul, and I humbly truft it will long be remem-
bered by fome. The church and fociety are large for a country-

town, and have a commodious houfe to worfliip in. They
have been highly favoured of the Lord within a few years.

Many have been brought out of darknefs in marvellous light ,;

but at prefent they are not a little tried concerning the free-will

fcheme. O may they foon fee clearly, that the children of God
are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fiefh, nor of the

will of man, but of God ; who of his own will begat us with

the word of truth. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of

him that runneth, but of God that (heweth mercy.
From Hopkinton, one of the brethren went up with me to

attend the Woodftock Aflbciation at Alftead. In meeting the

dear fervants of Jefus, who came from various parts of our
country, my heart was made to rejoice and blefs the Lord,
whpfe diftinguifhing grace fitted them to be the meflengers of

the churches and the glory of Chrift. To behold the good or-

der, love, peace, unity, zeal and faithfulnefs which that Affocia-

tion manifcfted through the whole time of their continuance to-

gether, was enough to gladden the heart of every Chriftian, anci

conftrain our enemies to confefs that our Rock is not as their

rock, even themfclves being judges.
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From Alftead I vifited the New Settlements in Vermont. In

Braintree the Lord favoured me with his bleffed prefence,

while I endeavoured to preach a number of times in different

parts of that town. On the firft Lord's day in Oftober, I

broke 'bread to the Baptift Church, which received an aged
perfon into their fellcwftip, who was baptized the Lord's day*

before I came among them. A large number of people tarri-

ed to fee the facrament admiiiiftered. This was a folemn fea-

fon. Almoft every face was bathed with tears. Many appear-

ed to realize that great day when faints and fmners muft awake,
the former to everlafting life, and tlie latter to fhame and ever-

lailing contempt. We fung an hymn and went out. When I

faw the people retiring from the place with reludlance, I thought

I knew, by experience, how miffionaries feel in leaving people,

•who had fpared no pains in attending from houfe to houfe, and
in croffing rivers and mountains to hear them preach. The
next day I came to Randolph, where I had fent on an appoint-

ment to preach. Here I was aftoninied to fee fo many of the

people whom I had feen the day before in Braintree. The houfe

was crowded, and many flood about the door. If lam not greatly

deceived, my heart fighed to preach none but Chrift to the peo-

ple. A few moments after I began prayer, I felt an unufual

freedom before the throne of grace. When I had begun to

preach, I felt as Mr. Baxter fomewhere exprefles it in poetry :

" I preach as if I ne'er should preach again ;

And as a dying" man to dying men."

Great ferloufnefs fpread over all faces, and manyfeemcd much
afFecled. Surely it feemed hard to part with them, for they

were like fheep without a ftiepherd. The Baptift Church in

that town is fmall ; but by what I could difcover they ap-

peared to be well eftablifhed in the dodrine of Chrift, and were

ftrong in faith. O may their numbers increafe, and they foon

have a paftor after God's own heart. I purpofed to have vifit-

ed Bethel, where is another fmall church without a paftor ; but

was prevented by a very fevere fnow-ftorm. After the ftorm

abated, I came down White River and preached in Hartford

to a fmall aifembly, who attended with folemnity, and fome
were not afhamed to own that Chrift was their beloved and their

friend. I felt an anxious defire to vifit many deftitute flocks,

which are fcattered over thefe mountains : but as my time was

come to return to Bedford, I therefore left Vermont upon the

twelfth of 0<5lobcr, and got to Bedford upon the evening of the

thirteenth. The people were then informed that they might

expeft' preaching upon the next day. The day came, the peo-

ple afTembled, and I endeavoured to preach three times ; but

was never fenfible of fpeaking to any people who appeared more

blinded by the god of this world. I informed them of my pur-
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pofe to tarry among jthem a few days, if they would have meet-

ings appointed. Some appeared anxious to have meetings ap-

pointed ; others feemed very indifferent. On the whole 1 ventured

lo appoint meetings for three days, believing that all things are

poffible with God, who can work and none can hinder him ; whofe

word profpers in the thing whereto he fends it, and lhall never

return unto him void. On tliis ground I took encouragement and

went unto my next meeting, looking unto Jefus. At this meet-

ing the Lord was pleafcd to fhow me, that all power belongeih

unco him ; for the fame people now met with hearts full of anx-

iety, who the day before appeared like hardened Reel, or as un-

concerned about the precioufnefs of Chrift, and what would
become of their fouls when time fhould be no longer, as pillars

of marble. It was now eafy preaching, for the time to favour

Zion, yea, the fct time was come. The children of the kingdom
awoke, arofe, prayed, exhorted and fang praifes to Him, who,

has faid, Turny 0 kackjllding childretiyfor 1 am married vnto thee.

And again, / ivill heal their bacl'Jlid'wgy I ivill love them freely^ for
mine anger is turned atvay.

The next day I preached a funeral fermon, where many at-

tended, and feme were much affedled. In the evening I preach-

ed in another part of the town, where it was faid that a num-
ber of Univerfalifts attended. The next evening preached

near the Merrimack river. This was the lail time I had
purpofed to preach on that fide of the river, and bleffed be God
it was the heft time wWch we had experienced fmce we faw each
other's faces in the flefli. The Holy Spirit defcended in copi-

ous cffufioiis. Every heart groaned, being burdened, and eve-

ry cheek was overwhelmed with tears.. The next day it ftorm-

ed, but I thought it my duty to crofs the river, and vifit Lon-
donderry, being informed that fome were waiting for my re-

turn to adminifter unto them the wrdinance of baptifm. The
fame evening preached to a few who convened upon a ftiort

iiOtice, and appointed another meeting. The next day con-

verfed with fome who wifhed to be baptized. In the evening

preached. The brethren appointed a meeting to be holden

the next day at i o'clock, P. M. to hear the experiences of thofe

who wifhed to be baptized. They expeded about five to come
forward, but to their pleafmg aftonifhment fixteen declared that

the Lord had been merciful in forgiving their fins and recon-

ciling their hearts unto him. One woman faid that fhe had
feen it her duty to be baptized more than two years. When
fhe was afked why fhe had lived in the neglecft of her duty lb

long, fhe anfvvered, I could not be baptized before unlefs I had
gone after a miniller myfelf, for I have not feen an ordained

Llder this way till now fmce that time. She added, I believed

that if it were the Lord's will that I fliould be baptized, he
-^ould fend a minifter this way, who could adminiller tiiis glo-
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riaus ordinance ; and now I believe he has. We continued
our meeting till funfet ; and truly I can fay, I have never leen
but few fuch feafons as this. Every one who fpoke feemed
humble before God, and appeared to have clear ideas of the ho-
linefs of his law, the odious nature of fm, the righteous difplea-

fure of God againft it, and the glory of that plan in which he
can confidently forgive all who repent of their fins. Every
friend of our bleifed Saviour feemed refreftied and ftrengthened

to pray for the profperity of Zion. A gentleman who had a
large carpenter's Ihop prepared feats and invited us to hold our
meeting there on the next day, which was the third Lord's day
in Odober. It was a commodious place to worfhip in, and
near the water, where we could attend to baptifm. On Lord's

day affembled at the ufual hour for worfhip, and brother Colbec
being prefent preached. It was a refrefhing feafon. The peo-

ple came in crowds from the neighbouring towns, and appeared

anxious to know what thefe things meant. In the afternoon I

tried to preach ; after which we affembled by the water, where
I never faw people more folemn and attentive to hear what
was faid, and fee what was done. Here I baptized fourteen.

One man had been a member of a Prefbyterian church forty

years, and his wife thirty. Both of thefe carne up out of the

water rejoicing that after fo long a time they had been enabled

to be buried, as Jefus was in the river of Jordan. The next day
we met at ii, A.M. to pray for the outpourings of God's

Spirit, and the extenfive fpread of the gofpel. The brethren

bowed before the throne of grace, and were much engaged.

At I, P.M. three related what the Lord had done for their

fouls ; I then preached to the people in the fame place where

we held our meeting the day before. After fermon we aiTem-

bled by the water again, and I baptized thefe three and one

who told his experience on Saturday. O may the Lord grant

an abundant reward to Mr. G. who exerted himfelf to accom-

modate us with a houfe to meet in ; and may bleflings of grace

reft on his family, that they may be among the redeemed when
Jefus fhall come to be admired in them that believe. I left

thefe anxious and fighing fmners with great relufiance on the

2 2d, and journeyed homeward. I was from home 45 days,

delivered 43 difcourfes, and rode 516 miles. Thus ended my
pleafing journey, and I hope profitable to many precious fouls.

Yours in the fellowlhip and love of the truth,

JOSHUA BRADLEY.



On the Mijftonary Spirit.

REMARKS ON THE PRESENT UNUSUAL MISSIONARY
SPIRIT, AND THE HaPPY EFFECTS OF MISSIONARY
EXERTIONS.

Extrad of a Letter from a Gentleman in Connec-

ticut to the Secretary of the Society.

Dear and Rev. Sir,

,

WHILE we notice the extraordinary miffionary fplritf

Ipreading abroad its balmny wings, to the remote and

obfcure parts of the earth ; and view the numerous altars blaz-

ing on Zion's hill, and the facred fire burning in the hearts of

her fons ; we behoJd with pleafure, Europe fending (not mere-

ly the beft fruits of her land, a little fpice and halm, but) her

Missionaries, bearing the filver trump of the gofpel to hea-

then lands, to found atoning blood al^ong their Pagan (hores.

From regions fo remote, we turn our attention to the wilds

of America. Once a vaft howling wildemefs, but now cheered

by the gentle beams of gofpel grace, diffufed by means of your

Miffionary Society. From thefe happy prefages we are ready

to hope, that the glorious Sun of Righteoufnefs, who has already

arifen with healing in his wings, will foon cover the earth with

die knowledge of his gofpel, as the waters cover the feas.

That he will extend his conquefts from fea to fea, and from the

river to the ends of the earth. And that the time may foon
come when he (hall reign King of nations, as he now is King
of faints. In that day, the light of the moon fhall be as the

light of the fun, and the light of the fun fevenfold. Then will

God gracioufly open pools of water in the defert, and direct

through the tree ol life, rivers of living water clear as cryftal,

proceeding from the throne of God and the Lamb. He will

caufe the wildernefs to bloffom like the rofe, and become as a

fruitful field ; yielding tlie peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs,

even an hundred fold.

As thefe happy and interefting fcenes are facilitated by ycur
MilTionary Society, I think myfelfjuftified in the following ad-

drefs.

From the utmoft parts of the earth have we heard fongs ofglo-

ry to the righteous. The Lord gave the word ; great was the

company ot them that publifhed it. Zion heard and was glad,

the daughters of Judah rejoiced, that the Lord had prepared of
his goodnefs for the poor, fo that unto them the gofpel is

preached. Through the inftrumentality and benevolent aid of
your Society, the great trumpet is blown in the land of theih

which were ready to pcrilh. Where there was no vifion, and
Ae people tvere fitting ia darknefs, they now enjoy great light i
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and unto them that fat in the region of the ftiadow of death,

light is fprung up. It is devoutly hoped, that you will continue

to let your light fofi'ine before men, that they feeing your good
works, may glorify your Father who is in heaven. That you
may be the children and difciples of him, who became the firft;

Miifioner, that ever fainted the ears of man with the glorious

news of gofpel grace. Him who brought the olive branch' to

Paradife, and poured the oil of grace into the wounds of thofe

who were dripped and left half dead. This was in the cool of the

day^ while the objeifls of divine pity were juft ready to immerge
in the black fea of defpcration.

At this dread moment, hell fliouted for joy, as thofe that

fhout for the vidtory : whilft heaven in fable weeds let fall

fuch tears as angels Ihcd ; until the gracious Miffion was de-

livered, and the proclamation was given that God had found a

ranfom. It was announced that " the Seed of the woman Ihould

bruife the ferpent's head.** That the Lamb in the midfl: of the

throne was worthy to take the book and open the feals thereof,

and difclofe to guilty man the page whereon redemption was
found. This was the firft gofpel ray that ever reached froiti

heaven to earth. Yea, the firft: gofpel doftrine that ever dif-

lilled like rain on the thirfty fouls of men. Glory to the inex-

hauftible Fountain of all goodnefs, that it was not the lafl. Al-

though the (hower was infinitely large, yet the propitious cloud

was not exhauded over Eden's narrow bounds. For God fo

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofo-

ever believetli in him Ihould not perilh, but have everlalling life.

Chi id's mifllon was of fuch infinite importance, that not on-

ly h.eaven and earth were filled with joy, but all the way be-

tween was thronged by a multitude of the heavenly hods, who
waited on his chariot of falvation down the fmiling fkies : pro-

claiming, as they p.ifTed through the aerial regions. Glory to

God in th? highef}^ and on earth pcaxe ; good 'tulll toivards men.

Thus they fung his wondrous defcent from heaven to earth,

from Jiidah's tribe, from Jeffe's root, through David*s line, and
from Bethlehem, th: town where David dwelt. Lo, we heard

of it at Ephratih, and found it in the fields of the wood, by a.

voice crying in the wildernefs. Prepare ye the way of the Lord,

make ftr.iight in the dcfert an high way for our God.
Another fong intrudes, and overtakes my hurried pen; which

is your imitating thz great MilTIoner, who not only preached

the gofpel to the poor, but fent forth many other miflioners

to all nations, faying. Go ye Into all the ivorhU andpreach the gofpel

to every creature ; he that believeth and Is iapli'z,edfJjall he faved ;^

he that helieveth not fjall he damned.

He not only commits this treafure to earthen veflelsi but

maketh his angels miniftering fpifits, and fends them to minif-

ter for them that fhall be heirs of falvation.
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As you follow the example of the good Shepherd in preach-

ing yourfelves, and in fending many Miffionaries abroad to

dilfeminate the words of eternal life, over the wi^e and thorny

field of this world ; fo you likewife imitate the holy angels in

this refpedt, who not only deliver their miflion of good tidings

of great joy, but fend others in hafte to bear the fwift miflion to

thofe, who have long and patiently waited for the Confolation

of Ifrael. Behold the angel that talked witli me, (faid Zacha-
riah) went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, and
faid, Run and fpeak unto this young man, faying, Jerufalem

fliallyet be inhabited as towns without walls. For I, faith the

Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be

a glory in the midft of her.

You have alfo tlie example of the holy apoftles fet before

you. They were indefatigable in their labours of love in

preaching and fpreading the gofpel of God our Saviour to ev-

ery nation under heaven. They travelled by fea and land, and
vifited far diftant regions, preaching the gofpel to the learned

and polite Greeks, and to the rude, uncultivated barbarians.

Seeing therefore that you are compafTed about with fo great

a cloud of miflionary examples, lay afide every weight and
care that may hinder your running the fame race fet before

you. May you be encouraged to follow with faith and pa-

tience this holy flock of MifTioners, as they followed Chrift.

May the love of Chrift conftrain you to make unceafmg ef-

forts to feed his fcactered fheep and lambs. And when the

chief Shepherd fhall appear, even he who is our life, then fhall

ye receive a crown of glory that fadcth not away.
Finally ; may the God of peace, who brought again from

the dead our Lf)rd Jefus Chrift, that great Shepherd of the

fheep, through the blood of the everlafting covenant, make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well pleafing in his fight, through Jefus Chrift,

to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
With great rei'pedt I am your humble fervant, J. S,

An Account of the late Revival of Religion in

Providence, in a letter from the Paftor of the

Firft Baptift Church in that Town to the Secre-

tary of the Society.

Dec. I, 1805.

Dear Brother^

YOUR favour, requefting an account of the revival of re-

ligion in this town, would have been anfwered before,

had not a multiplicity of avocatioi\s prevented. And now *I

Y
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feel fome embarrafTment, as fimilar acconnts have fometimes
been rather exaggerated, from the undue zeal of writers, not
dlfcriminating in fuch feafons of fpiritual joy, between " the
precious and the vile," or making due allowances for that fic-

titious zeal, which generally mingles itfelf in revivals. On
the other hand to dcpi rciate the amazing goodnefs and conde-
fcenfion of our divine Redeemer, in the difplays of his power
and love, in bringing fouls from " darknefs unto light," ought
to be avoiiied. I will endeavour however to give you as im-
partial a ftatemiint of fads as has come within my obfer-

vation.

It may be neccfTary to remark, that previous to the prcfenr

Work, there appeared a great languor in the church, without
much real apoltacy. In the fummer of 1804, a few brethren

feemed awaked 10 a fcnfe of the fituation of the church, and
agreed upon having prayer meetings for a revival. Thefe
meetings commenced in the mornings by the dawning of day,

that is Lord's day mornings, and ufually continued an hour
and a half or two hours. The firft meeting, though few in

number, was remarkably folemn, and the brethren appeared to

have prayed before they met. We continued thefe meetings

weekly, with an increafe of numbers, until the autumnal
feafon made the evenings more eligible for meeting to-

gether. Late in the feafon, there was evidently fome
external attention more than had before been feen ; with

mauy fears mingled with fome hope that God was about

to give us a fpccial vifit of his gracious prefence. In the

month of January, 1H05, two females came to tlie church and
profcfTcd their hope in Chrilt. I^rom this time there was evi-

dently a deep ferioufnefs pervaded the minds of a number of

j>erfons. My daughter, aged 14, was (I hope) brought to re-

joice in God 5 th of the month. Her awakening, under

God, was owing to the melaircholy inftance of my only fon*s

death, a youth rn his 1 8th year. The 5th day of February I

fell upon the ice, in walking down hill, and broke the bones of

my right leg, which confined me to my bed for thirty fix days.

But God knew beft how to difpofe of me. Brother Cocnell,

who had been for fome time preaching to the people, where the

late Rev. Joieph Snow had preached, was zealoufly engaged rn

the beft of fervices, and in connexion with brother John Pit-

man Were inftrumental of much good. Their labours were

bleffed in the Lord. And many fouls will have reafon to blcfs

King Jcfus, for their labours of love. Theiith and 12th of

March, Elder Cornell baptized eleven perfons. From this time

Heaven favoured me with the company of many dear precious

fouls at my bed fide^ inquiring the way of life, or rejoicing in

God their Saviour. The firft Lord's day in April, I was per-
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mitted to vifit the koufe of God, and adminirtercd the Lord's

Supper, after receiving nineteen perfons into our communion.

The 1 8th of the month Elder Cornell baptized eight. The
25th I attended church meeting and examined twenty eight

perfons for baptifm. The ill day of May Elder Pitman bap-

tized fourteen perfons, having the day before baptized fix at Pa-

tucket. In the afternoon of the ill, delegates from three

churches met at Eddy's Point, and gave fellowlhip to the 2d

Baptill Church in Provide uce. At Eddy's Point the work be-

gan, and in this neighbourhood Elder Cornell refided. The
liril Lord's day in this month there were thirteen perfons re-

ceived into the church. Through this montli there were

fevcral baptizings, and the firll Lord's day in June there were

twenty four perfoni received into fellowfhip, and the largeft af-

^'erably attended public worlhip this afternoon I everpmem-
ber feeing iu this place on Lord's day. In the month of

June there were feveral baptizings. On the 5th of July I bap-

tized eleven perfons at PatUiCket. This was the drlt time I had
the privilege of burying in bap.tifm, any of my dear fellow pro-

felibrs, iip.ce my oonfiuement. The next day I baptized thir-

teen more in this town. Among this number 1 kad the pleaf-

ure of taking into the liquid grave my 4aughter Cornelia, and
elded child. Here I could emphatically adopt the beloved

dilciple's language, " 1 have no greater joy than to hear my chil»

<lren walk in truth." The firtl Lord'^ day in this month
thirty three perfons were received into the church. The good
work continued ftill to profper ^mong us, until Odobcr, when
there feemed rather lefs appearances. However, God has not

yet entirely left us, without difplays of his rich mercy in calling

poor hnners to love and obey him. We have had added to the

church with which I am connected, fince the revival, 152.

But a number of thefe belong to Patu.ck-et and Pawtuxet ; two
villages diftant four and live miles from Providen,c2,

There has beeii, as you fee from the above, a new church

conftituted in this town. Additions have been continually

making unto them. From their Hrll number 17, they have
now about 60. There has alfo been a church conllituted in

Patucket, which confifts of near 50 members. Truly " the

Lord hath done great things for lis, whereof we are glad,"

and ought to be unfeignedly grateful. It hath pleafed the

Great Head of 2Jion to blefs his own appointed means of in-

ilruftipn. Prayer, preaching, converfing, baptizing, &c. have
all been owned of God, for his own glory. And it hath pleaf-

ed Him to difplay his wifdom and benignity in calling fmners
of every defcription of ciiarader. The poor have been made

rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom." Some of the more
ppuleRt, as to this world, have been made fenlilic of iheir fpir-
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itual poverty, and found " durable riches and righteoufnefs.'***

A number with tawny (kins have been waftied, and " their

robes made white through the blood of the Lamb.*' The
drunkard has drank into the fpirit of Chrift, and loathed him-
felf and fhunned his former pradlices. The Dei ft has bowed to

our King, and hailed Jefus as his rightful Lord, and divine

lawgiver. The profane have had their lips tuned in prayer
and praife ; the felf-righteous have renounced their own right-

eoufnefs for the perfed robe of a Saviour ^s righteoufnefs.

A large number have been our dear youth, whom we truft the

Lord has made poliftied ftones in his fpiritual building. The
work has been attended with- little external noife, but the fub-

jc<5ts of it appeared folemnly impreffed with eternal truth, a
ienfe of their vilenefs as fmncrs, with a fteady attention to the

means of inftrudtion. When they have been made to rejoice,

it appeared a folemn joy in God. In fine, there has not been
much "noife of the axe or hammer in the building."

My dear brother, when I rcfledl upon the goodnefs and mer^

tj of God, to my dear neighbours, and in my own family^

that I have 3 children, who (I truft) (hare in the exceeding

riches of God's grace, I am fometimes aftoniftied that my
heart does not ince/I'antly glow with the moft ardent gratitude

to the aear God-Man, v;ho is infinitely and altogether lovely

in every difplay of himfelf, whether of mercy or judgment.
I fhould have been glad to have been more diffufe in the

narration, but found a more detailed account of the particular

meetings and baptizings would fwell the account beyond the

limits of a place in the Magazine. My time would not permit

me to copy as 1 wiflied and intended ; you will therefore make
fuch ufe of it as your judgment will didate, by either taking a

part, or the whole. I fhould wifti, however, to have it added,

that the fame work has prevailed in the Congregational Socie-

ty to which Mr. Wilfon preaches on the weft fide of the river.

They have had large additions, but how great I know not.

Believe me, Sir, your ^eal friend and brother,

STEPHEN GANG.

* " Have any of the rulers believed on Mm is a question which
has often been asked since the apostolic ag-c. As an answer, we ob-

.serve. that at one of their baptizing seriaons in Providence, a few weeks
since, three gentlemen of hberal education followed tlie Saviour in

this precious ordinance. The Hon. Samuel Eddy, L. I.. D. Secretary

of tlie State, and one of the fellows of Brown university, Josenli Jenks,

and John Holroyd, Esqrs. The former is also a member of the corJ

poration of the above university. The latter an attoniey at law.

Editor.



Letter from Rev,^ Mr, Irish. \%i

Extract of a Letter from tlie Rev. David Irife, to

the Society, dated, Aurellus, County of Cayuga,
State of New-York, Nov. 4, 1805.

Beloved Brethreriy

I NOW embrace a moment's opportunity, to give yon the

reafon of my not going fo far, nor tarrying fo long, as I

agreed for with the Society. The Lord in divine compaflion,

and out of felf-moving* goodnefs, faw fit to pour out his bk/Ted

^Spirit in this town in a remarkable manner. Ke was pleafed

to begin the work in a way calculated to hide pride frommiin.
A family that lived in the fociety, which had paid httle or no
attention to religion, was the firft whom a God of fovereign

love faw fit to vifit.

One day when the man was from home, their eldeft child, be-

ing between five and fix years old, left his play and ran to his

mother and faid, Mamma, be you a Chrillian She anfwered
him no ! He replied, " why mamma, 1 do not intend to live till

I am as old as you are, and not be a Chrifiian.'' This ihe faid

pierced her very heart, and faftened with fuch weight on her

mind that (he could take no refi:. A while after when fhe was
flriving to get rid of her convidion, the fame child left his play

and ran to her again and faid, " Mamma, is it not wicked to

live and not pray to God V She anlwered, " Yes, 1 fuppofe it

is." " Why don't you and daddy pray then This had thp

cfFeflto increafe her trouble ; but ftill the Hrove to fhake it off.

A fhort time after, he in like mariner went to her again, and
addre/Ied her in the following exprcffions : " Mamma, do you
think that God will let daddy and you have any land to live on
in heaven ?" She anfwered him that (he did not know. He
faid " he did not believe that God would let them live in heav-

en, they were fo wicked." He added, " tliey were not Chrif-

tians, and did not pray, therefore he did not think that God
would fuffer them to have a place in heaven-" This faftene^

with fuch weight on her mind, that fhe could never find any
reft to her foul, until Jefus appeared for her relief. From this

the work began to fpread.

Soon after, at a conferejice meeting, one of the fiders of the

church told her brethren, that (he had a defire that they iliould

know fome of her feelings. She faid when flie lay down to reft

on her bed, her fleep departed from her, while tl"HnlJng on
the fouls of her chriftlefs children ; her neighbours, and thei]:

children. She likewife requefted her brethren and fifters to

unite with her in covenant, and fet apart the time at every

fetting fun to retire to their fecret apartments and addrefs the

throne of grace for poor finncrs. This v^-as agreed on with

cheerfulncfs. Soon after this ilie woik Ibread with powcr^
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Our afTem^lies increafcd on Lord's day, and at our conferences.

It hiis been frequently judged, that there were more than a

ihouland people at our meeting. In this way the work has

fpread to the confi(5l:ion and converfion of numbers ; and is ftill

continued among us. Likewife there is feme appearance of late,

in fome of the adjacent towns.

We have Ira.d jixty-Ji've added to the BaptHl church in Aureli-

us, iince the firft Lord's day in July. There has been alfo

fome additions to the Prefbyterian church in this town.

The work has been very IHII, but powerful. Some that had
been (lout-hearted oppofers in the beginning of this w^ork, have

fmce been bowed to the fceptre of King Jcfus. Five who had
been members of the Prelbytericin church, have been convinced

of their error, and have followed Chrift into his watery grav^.

Tl>ere is as great a call for preaching in the weftcrn country,

I ever faw in any part of the world.

The laft Lord's-day in vSeptember (the day before I fet out

on my million) it was judged that there were upwards of looo
people at meeting. And a wonderful day it was. There were

ten baptized. Elder Covell and the church concluded that it

was not duty for me to be gone fo long at once as I firft pro-

pofed ; I have therefore concluded to fuitil my engagement to

Hie Society by fhort tours. I have fpent a few weeks only, in

their fervice, but expert to fet out again foon. There have

been fifteen bapti/.ed fmc& I came home ; and a number more
have manifelled a defire to fubmit to the fame precious ordi-

nance. But I mull conclude, fubfcribing iiiyfelf your brother

in the bcfl of bonds,

DAVID IRISH.

For the Massnrhvist-tts Ii;<ptist Missioiiary Ma^a/.iiiC

Obfervations on the paft and prefent State of

th€ Jews.

GOD was pleafed to call Abraham from l^r of the Chal-

deans, and to blcfs him. To make fpccial promifcs tq

him refpecling his pofterity aftqr him. Thefe promifcs, with

fome fmall variation, were renewed to Ifaac and Jacob. When
the time drew near that Ifrael mull div, Jofeph prefented his

two fons to his father to receive his blclVing. Manaifch the

Hrll born vvas placed at \\\^ right hand, and Kphraim at his left;

but the dying Patriarch, acting under the fpirit of infpiration,

laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim notwithllanding -

Manalfch's claim of primogeniture. Thefe two fons Jacob

claimed as his own, and they received each a feparate inher;-
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tancc among the tribes. Ifrael faid to Jofeph, I have given

thee one portion above thy brethren, 'juh'ich I took out of the

hand of the Amorite^ 'with my fiuord aud wy hoic* Whether this

pafr.ige refers to what had a<5lually been done by Jacob, or is to

be underltood us a prop!fetic declaration of what Ihould be ta-

ken from the Amorites by thefe tribes, when they ftiould go ia

to poiTels the land of Canaan, is not eafy to determine. It is no
more difficult to conceive, that Jacob Ihould forcfee the fuccefs

of the tribes in fubdiiing the idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan,
than to firetel the fceptre in the tribe of Judah. Moles under
the fame divine influence pronounced his dying benedi^^lion up-

on the tribes. When he came to the tribe of Jofeph, his foul

feemed at once to be in a rapture. He poured upon the head
ofhim who was fcparated from his brethren, all the bleflings of

time, and the far richer bleifings of eternity. He faw him
clothed with regal power, and pu/king the people together to the ends

ofthe earth. His vaft ranks were filled with the ten thonfiinds of
Ephraim and the thoufinds of Maiuiffch

Many of the bleflings foretold by Jacob and Mofes, were
written on the pages of diftant time. Their accompli Ihment
was, however, fecurAl by the truth of God. Several genera-

tions palfed away before the fceptre appeared in the tribe Judah.
Another tribe firll fhared the honours of the diadem ; and
feemed to bid fair for a fciifon to fuftain the royal line. But
at length the fon of Jcflc was acknowledged by the thoufands

of Ifrael, as their rightful fovcreign. His fon and fuccef-

for fwayed with Hnrivalled glory, the promlfed fceptre. Every
thing looked promihng for its continuance in this family, until

ShUoh, (or Mefliah) Ihould come. But how often is the faith

of God's people tried ? It is frequently deprived of every prop,

except the Divine veracity. Solomon nuift refign the fceptre.

Neither wifdom nor riches could fave him from the arrefts of

death. He was fuccecdcd by Rehoboam ; a prince, whcfc.

charader was remarkable only for wcaknefs and ambition.

He rejciSted the counftls of age and experience, and was led on
to the ruin of his kingdom, by juvenile folly and rafhnefs. But
we are told this thing zvas of the Lord : no doubt to bring about
the prediction refpecling the houfe of Jofeph. Ten tribes re-

volted from the fceptre of Judah, and fet up another king over

them. Thefe two kingdoms are fometimes defignatcd by the

names of Judah and Ifrael ; but more commonly by the names
of Judah and Ephraim. The latter, mixing with the neighbour-
ing nations, relapfed into idolatry, and loft by degrees their

national chara<5ter and religion. Their government was finally

fnbvertcd by the Syrians, and they were carried captive, and
planted in other countries, and in order to prevent their return,

• Gen. xlviii. ?:2. •f Dcut. xxxili. 12—17
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their coantry was peopled hj colonies fent thither by their

conquerors. It was predicted by the prophet Ifaiah about 740
years before the birth of Chrifl,. that within threefcore and [five

years Ephra'imJhould be broken ^ that it fiiould not be a people The
ten tribes have long (ince been extind.

The fceptre, under various changes, remained in the tribe of

Judah until the coming of Chrift. Their 70 years captivity in

Babylon, and their return were both exprefsly foretold by their

prophets,f
The prefent difperfed ftate of the Jews has been foretold

with equal certainty and precifion. They were faithfully warn-
ed 'by their prophets to turn from their tranfgreflions, and
threatened in cafe of difobedience to be fcattered among all na-

tions ; yet not utterly dcftroyed. God would not make a full

end of thein.\ They fliould be preferved a diftindt people in all

their dlfperfions, while the nations among whom they fhould be

fcattered, fhould undergo fuch changes in their political forms
^

of government, that it might with propriety be faid that they

were come to an end. One dynafty fhall fucceed another,

while the fcattered defcendants of Abraham, in all countries

whither they are difperfed, remain the fame. /

The prefervation of the Jews, as a diftln(5l peaple, is accounted

for hy fkeptics entirely on the principle of their religion. That
they are ftrongly prejudiced in favour of the religion of their

ancefl-ors, and againft all others will be readily admitted. Yet

.

ChrilVians believe this, when confidered alone, to be infufficient

;

and hence conclude it a<5ts only as a fecondary caufe. Why
did not this prejudice preferve the ten tribes as well as the oth-

er Jews ? That the latter are preferved, isa fadl ; that this event

was predicted, is equally true. That God preferves them in

covenant faitlifulnefs, and that he has merciful defigns yet to

accomplifh towards them, none will difbelieve,who acknowledge

divine revelation. Hence Chriilians have been looking from

'age to age for tlie fulfilment of thofe gracious promlfes ; when
the vell^ which yet remains upon their hearts in reading Mofes,

lliall be taken away, and they fiiall turn to the Lord. If no

fymptomsof their converfion have appeared for many ages part,

that is no argument againft its being fully accomplifhed in

God*s time. Indeed the fcriptures, nvh'ich cannot be broken^ can

be fuifilled.no other way. An infpired prophet has faid.

The children of Jfraelfball abide many days, nvithout a king, and ivith-

out a prince, and 'ujitbout a ficrifice, and nvlthout an ephod, and with'

out teraphim^ Jffterzvardfhall the children of Ifrael return andfeek

the Lord their God, and David^ their King; andflmllfear the LoRUt

and his goodv.efs, in the latter days.j If the kingdom of God, or

* Isa. vii. 8. and Hcs. i. 4, 6. f Jcr. xxv. 9—14.

\ Jer. xxx. 11 and xlvi. 28. ^ Hos. iii. 4, 5.

^ Da.vi4 licve must iwnaiW Christ, a.5 h« wai David's Son and Ldtil.
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the gofpel difpenfation, has been taken from the Jews and given

to a nation bearing fruit
; if the cajling them anuay from gofpel

privileges has been the means of recouciling a confiderable part of

the Gentile world, 'whatfhall the receiving of them he, hut lifefrom the

dead ?

Whether the following account, taken from the London Evan-
gelical Magazine of July laft, affords any encouragement, that

the time fixed in the eternal Mind, to vifit and redeem the feed of

Ifrael is near at hand, will be fubmitted to our readers to judge
for themfelves.
" We are informed that Mr. Jofeph Samuel C. F. Frey, the

converted Jew, intends to preach a ftated lefture at Mr. Ball's

chapel, in Jewry Street, London, every Saturday evening, at

fevcn o'clock ; to commence the firft Saturday in July.
" It gives us unfpeakable pleafure alfo to learn, that it is in

contemplation to colle(5t together the converted Jews from dif-

ferent parts of this kingdom, and from the continent (of whom
more than twenty have already been heard of) and to form
them into a Chriftian church. This important meafure, if

practicable, may be the means of exciting among the pofterity

of Abraham a fpirit of inquiry into the truth of Chriftianity.

It would afford alfo a refuge to thofe who, on embracing the

religion of Chrift, are ufually obliged to forfake father, mother,

and fubrtance ; and we hope it would alfo tend to ftir up the

zeal of tliofe who are called Chriftians.

" \ prayer meeting among a few converted Jews is already

commenced on the Friday evening, at Mr. Frey's apartments,

where his brethren are invited to converfe with him.**

To the above we add the following extract of a letter from a
ftudent of divinity belonging to Bofton, and now in London,
to ^linilfer of the gofpel in this State, dated

London, Sept. 16, 1805.
"There is now in London a converted Jew, by tlie name of

Frey, whom doubtlefs you have lieard of; who is preaching the

gofpel to his deluded countrymen, and luith coifiderable fuccefs.

Many young Jews fteal from their rigid parents, at the hazard
6f their lives, to hear him preach. It is aftonilhing what perfe-

cution he and his followers meet with from their enraged coun-
trymen. He is obliged to be attended to his meeting by a
guard. The angry Jews appear to cry out with the fpirit of
their fathers, " Crucify him,** The good people h^re expet5i

much from his exertions. He is a man of great abilities, and
tlie moft fervent piety.**

Z
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH LATELY
CONSTITUTED IN LEBANON, (CONNECTICUT.)

Extra^ of a Letter from the Rev. N. Dodge to the

Secretary of the Society, dated Lebanon, Dec.

27, 1805.

Dear Brother,
'Hj^'^HE glorious extenfion of the great Redeemer's kingdom,

X ill our finning world, affords unfpeukable joy to all the

heaven-born followers of the Lamb. While I enjoy the pleaf-

ing fatisfaction of perufmg your Magazines, in which I find

much good news, which is as cold water to a thirfty foul ; I

conclude, that a brief hiftory of what we have experienced in

Lebanon, cannot be imacceptable to your readers.

In this account you will difco^'er much of the wifdom and'

goodnefs of Jofeph's God, who has over-ruled many dark prov-

idences for the confolation of his people.

Many things complicated and perplexing took place in this

town, relative to taking down one old meeting-houfe, and
building two new ones ; concerning which many wrong re-

ports have been fpread abroad. And fmce a number of Chiif-

tians have been baptized in this place, and formed into a church,

fome have been ungenerous enough to caft many hard reflexions

upon the denomination. They have faidthat theBaptifts had been

the caufe of the tumults, and diftrefling divifions which took place

in the parifh anterior to our exiftence as a church, or to there

being any Baptifts here, excepting a few individuals, who lived

reclufe, and had nothing to do with the exilHng controverfy.

For a particular account of the pacific mcafures taken by the

proprietors of the houfe which is now principally owned and
occupied by the Baptil^ Church and Society, the reader is re-

ferred to a ftatement which has already been laid before the

public. In this account, the leading events have been careful-

ly colle<5led and ftated ; and ftubborn fa6ls fa fairly narrated,

that I have not heard any attempt to contradift them.*
After a meeting-houfe was erefted, the people who built it

made application to Prefbyterian minifters,^ under whofe minif-

try they had been brought up, to come and preach to

them. But thefe gentlemen replied, that they could not in

confcience preach to them, nor fellowlhip thofe that would.

Why ? becaufe the people were immoral, or fcandalous, in their

lives ? No ; but becaufe they faid they had gone contrary to

la'U) in building their houfe. They laid it did not become
them as leaders of the people and examples of piety, to have

* This statement may Ije seen in the Hartford Mitrcury.

\ So culled iu Connecticut.
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Co much fellowlliip -with a people who had paid fo little regard

10 the voice of the General AlCembly ; and who had been gov-

erned no more by civil law in the management of their affairs,

•relative to their raeeting-houfe. It is underftood that a vote

to this import palfed in their affociatlon.

Many of the people, by thefe means, became convinced, that

la'w religion might, in fome inftances, operate uTijuftly, by de-

priving individuals of their inalienable rights. Or in other

words, they became convinced, that civil law and civil rulers

had an undue influence over miniilers and churches. Feeling

the injuries produced by this legal influence, they were led to

feek an acquaintance with thofe Chrifliians, who acknowledge
no other Lawgiver in the church but Jefus Chrill, and no other

law-book to govern them in ihdr religious concerns but the Bible.

And notwithftanding the many reproaches they had heard
cafl; upon tlie Baptift denomination, for refufing to be dictated

in their religious affairs by civil law, and for trufling alone to

the fpirit and providence of God to fupport their caufe ; they

thought beft to examine for ihemfelves, and fee, if what had fo

long been deemed foolilhnefs and enthufiafm were not a vir-

tue. Accordingly in Odober, 1804, application was made to

the Stonington Baptill AlTociaticn, .by fome of the aggrieved
people of Lebanon, requefting fome of their minifters to vifit

them, and preach the gofpel to them. It being, in our view,

confiftent with the great commifllon to preach the gofpel to ev-

ery creature, whether they be governed by civil law in their

rehgion or not, eight of our minifters agreed to vifit them in

thiir turns between that time and the next fpring.

When it came to my turn according to appointment, to vifit

this people for the fiill time (which was about a year ago) I

perceived fo much folemnity and candour among them, and
Inch a fpirit of inquiry after apoftolic truth and pradice, as

could not fail to intereft my feelings in their behalf. I alfo

found how grofsly miftaken many people abroad had been
about them, by reafon of their circumftances having been mif-

reprefented. Their ideas were no lefs incorred with refpedl to

the Baptifts. I therefore thought it my duty to pay more at-

tention to them than jult to preach a fmgle day and then leave

them. Hence I appointed to vifit them again in February,
and continue with them 8 or 10 Sabbaths. During this vilit

God was pleafed to move upon the minds of fome by the influ-

ences of his Spirit, as I have reafon to hope. While fome, who
had never experienced the truth, felt the pangs of convidion, a
number of backfliders feemed difpofed to return to the great
vShepherd and Bifhop of their fouls. Some, who had been
members of the Prefbyterian church, obtained light upon Bible

baptifm, and the dodlrine of the covenants. Many others be-

^an to inquire whether they had not taken that for granted.
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"which ought firft to have been proved ; in fuppofing that bap-

tifm was appointed by God as a fubftitute ior circanncirion, and
for a fign and feal of tlie lame covenant. And whether in the

cafe of infant fprinlding, tliey had not aOed without any pofi-

tive, or fairly imphed evidence. Our alfembhcs were large

and folemn, as they have ever fince continued. And on Faft

day, laft fpring, 3 perfons were baptized, which, I conclude,

were the fird ever baptized in this pariOi.

As my time of engagement was near expiring, the proprie-

tors of the new houfe, with others, met, and requeued me to

remove my family, and make my home with them. With thi^

requeft I thought it duty to comply ; and agreed to ftay and
preach with them as long as they and I fhould think it du-

ty ; leaving it with them to do for me whatever Bible and
confcience fnould dictate, and nothing more. They according

r

ly removed my family from Middletown to this place in May
!aft, and have hitherto done for me and my family as well as,

the principles of honour and Chriftian friendHiip require, tvith-

out the aid of civil law to enforce their obligations. A people,

who are governed by the religion of Chrift, will do their duty in

thefe refpefts much more cheerfully and uniformly, than tliofe,

who are goaded to it by civil penalties.

Since I commenced my ftated labours here, God has beeu

pleafed gracloufly to continue his favour to the people. Some
have been hopefully converted to God, and baptized. Seve-

ral brethren and fifters from the Prefbyterian church, have put
into pradice the light they have obtained upon this ordinance.

Some backfliders have been waked up to purpofe, and put on
the Lord Jefus Chrift. Among the latter was a brother, who
obtained a hope and gave evidence of adoption feveral years

ago ; but falling into a backllidden, ^worldly frame of mindj he

embraced the fcntiments of the Univerfalifts. But when God
was pleafed to convert his companion and reftore his own foul

to a frefh enjoyment of his grace, he folemnly and publicly con-

fefied his error, to the joy of faints and conviction of others.

The reformation progrelfed gradually, and with that degree

of regularity and decency that it left the enemies of the crofs,

who feed upon the imperfe<Slions of God's people, nothing of

the kind to live upon.

When about 20 perfons had been baptized, we thought beft

to invite the attention of our brethren from abroad, and fee^if

they could give us fellowlhip. Accordingly Elders Jafon

Lee of Lyme, Thomas Baldwin of Bofion, Eliflia Williams of

Beverly, Jofeph Cornell and Stephen Gano of Providence, Si-

las Burroughs and Gano Wightman of Groton, Daniel Wild-

man of Middletown, Simeon Dickinfon of Eaft-Haddam,

Amos Reed of Lifbon, and Afa Wilcox of Colchefter, were in-

vited to vifit us J
all of whom met, according to reuueft,, ia
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Lebanon, September 13, 1805. At 10 o'clock, A. M. Elder

Gano preachcu, from 2 John, 9. Immediately after vhich,

the council was organized ; chofe Brother Baldwin, Moderator,

and Brother Gano, Clerk. After addreffiii^^ the throne of

grace, the articles oifaith andpraB'ice (previoufly prepared, and

agreed to, by the brethren and fifters) were re^.d, and approved

by the council. The members were then afked individually,

whether they were fatisSed in thefe articles, and whether they

were in fellowrhip one with another? Whereupon, fourteen

brethren, and feventeeij fifters, manifefted their entire agree-

ment in them, and defire to unite according to them in church

1 elation. The council then voted, that they were free to pro-

ceed, and to give them fellowlhip as a church of our Lord Je-

ius ChriiL

The bufmefs of the council being finifhed, at 3 o'clock re-

paired to the meeting-houfe, when Brother Baldwin, agreea-

bly to appointment, addreffcd the people in an appropriate dif-

courfe, founded on i Peter ii. 5. After which, Brother Ga-
no, in behalf of the council, gave the right hand of fellow^fhip

to Mr. Dodge as a brother, and officiating pafior of the church.

The day was very wet, I^ut the a{rembly was numerous and
folemn. Mr. Cornell preached a fermon in the intermiffion in

the day, alfo again in the evening.

On Saturday the 14th, the brethren took an aftedionatc

leave of each other, and parted ; excepting Brother Baldwin,

who tarried and preached a preparatory ledure in the after-

noon, and continued with us until the next Monday.
Lord's day, 15, Brother B. preached in the forenoon, and in

the IntermiiTion baptized eleven perfons ; fix men and five

women. The feafon was peculiarly folemn and pleafant. The
day was /bowery, and it frequently rained very hard. But
during this part of the fervice it was fair. Brother B. preach-

ed again in the afternoon, and then adminiflered the commun-
ion fupper to this newly conftituted church. It was the firft

time they had ever communed together in this ordinance.

We really thought we could fay, Jefus was nt the feaft. W

c

fat under his Jloadow luith delight, and his fruit was fiueet t§ n-ur

uijle, while tlie banner of his love waved gently over our heads.

In the evening a number met in the meeting-houfe for prayer,

exhortation, &c. It was a very folemn, happy feafon in-

deed.

The ordinance of baptifm. was adminiftered the next Lord's
day, and on each fucceeding Sabbath until the meeting of the

Stonington alTociation, which made eleven Sabbaths in fucccf-

tlon, in which the ordinance had been adminiftered in this

place.

On the 15th of October we attended and joined the above
named alfociation. Our number of members in covenant is
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fifty
; 24 of whom have been members of Psdo-baptift church-

es. AH the reft, excepting two, huve hitely made a profeflion
ibr the firft time. Several have bv^en baptized who have not
yet joined the church, and a number more entertain hopes of
their intcreft in Chrift. Several brethren from other commu-
nities,who attend ftatedly with us,feem to be much exercifed with
regard to duty ; and others under real concern for their precious
fouls.

With regard to this vicinity, I think I may fay with the
Apoftle, a great door is opened^ and there are many adverfar'tes.

I am frequently called to preach letT:ures, and find multitudes
attentive to the things that are fpoken. But no fpccial outpour-
ings of the Spirit near us, as I have heard of late. I rejoice to

hear the good news you mentioned in your lail, and pray God
to continue and increafe the influence of his Spirit, until all the

enemies of the Crofs (h ill be clothed with fliame or brought to

fubmit. That they may remain no longer ftrangers and for-

eigners, but become fellow citizens with the faints and of the

houfehold of God, is the tervent prayer of your friend and
brother in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of

Jefus Chrift, N. DODGE.

A MACEDONIAN CRY FROM THE WILDERNESS.

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Holmes,
MifTionary to the Indians, in the employ of the

New-York Mifiionary Society, to the Rev. Mr.
Collier, of Charleftown, dated Tufcarora Village,

Dec. 23, 1805.

Dearh beloved Brother in the Lord^

MY main and principal view in undertaking to write tq

you at this time- is, if the Lord will, to excite you, and
your Chriftiari connexions, in Bofton, and parts adjacent, to

exert yourfelves to do fomething in this wildernefs for the pro-

motion of the kingdom of our dear Lord Jefus Chrift, who
commanded his difciples to go into all the world, and preach

the gofpel to every creature.

The circumftances and condition of the white, and tawny in-

Jiabitants on this and on the ether fide of the river Niagara,

calls loudly for able, faithful miflionaries of the ci ofs to be fent

among them. I will omit the unj)learant tafrc of defcribing the

.vulgar, diffipated, profme lives, that fome of the white inhabii-

aRts on the weftern part of this State, and in the Province of

\ Jppcr Canada live ; and not undertake to delineate the dark,

favago, periftiing condition of the poor Indians in general on
this continent ; but rather rocnti^.n, or hint at things more
pleafant and encouraging.
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There is (blefTed be God) a goodly niiinber of the white in-

habitants in the vicinity of this village, or, on this fide of the

river, (befides a confiderable part of the Indians in this place)

who appeai- of late to be arretted in their minds. Their ears

are fom^what opened, and inclined to hear the woi-d preached ;

and I believe, by information, and by what I have feen and
heard, that there are many, in different parts of Upper Canada,
who are under real foul concern. Many others who are de-

fihng to be fed with the fmcere milk of the word, that they

may grow thereby. Labourers in that Province (if they are all

true minifters of Chrill:)'are very, very few for fo large a field ;

and no preacher of the word on this fide, in the county of

Gencfee, either among the white people, or Indians, but myfelf;

and you know my fituation and my age. 1 was 62 years old

laft Saturday. I have been called to preach feveral times of

late on week days, amongfl; the white people, both on this and
on the other fide of Niagara river. 1 have not been abfent

from the Indians in this place but one Sabbath fmce the nth of

Auguft, 1803 ; and that day my pulpit was fupplied by our
worthy and efteemed brother, Elder Covell.

Now, dear brother, for Chrift's fake, for his kingdom's fake,

for his glory's fake, look at an infant, fcattered fettlement of

white people in the State of New-York, for forty miles extent,

upon the river Niagara ; and upon four different tribes of In-

dians ; and at Upper Canada, confiding of feveral thoufand

white people, befides a greater number of poor benighted In-

dians, by far, than there is in the whole State of New-York.
Ah, look at the numerous tribes further to the weftward, and
paufe—^and think—and confider—and fpeak—and fay what
ought to be done. What ought you, and the minifters of your

connexion to do ? I will not determine for you ; I will leave it

with you and your God. I will only fiy, my bi'other, look up
to Calvary, view thofe hands and feet, fee that bleeding fidei

behold thofe ftruggles ! fee thofe gafpc ! the earth quakes !

the fun hides his face !—I mud ftop. My brother, what was
all this for ? You know ; a word to the wife is fufficient. -

One thing I muft fay, I am in duty bound to my Lord and
Mafter to fay, and that is, that our dear brother C is in my
opinion well qualified to bear the glad tidings of a crucified Je-

fus to the poor heathen, and to dellitute and remote parts of the

earth ; and I would to God, if it is confiftent with his will, that

he may be fcnt as permanent mifiionary to the poor heathen lit

this State, in Upper Canada, and to tke fcattered white people,

as the Lord may open a door for liim to preach.

I befeech you, dear brother, to ufe the utmofl: of your Influ-

ence, that he be taken into the employ of the MafTachufctls

Baptift Miffionary Society, to come into thcfe parts as foon as

may be convenient. I leave this matter with my dear God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghod. KLKANAH HOLMFS.



Ordinations^ ^c.

ORDINATIONS, &c.

August 15, 1805, the Rev. Nathaniel Kendrick (late a member of

the Second Baptist church in Boston) was ordained to the pastoral care

of tlie Baptist church in Lansingburgh, in the State of New-York..

Rev. Mr. Blood preached on the occasion ; Mr. Hull prayed at the

laying on of hands ; Mr. Covell delivered the charge, and Mr. Webb
g-ave the right hand of fellowship. *' The sermon was excellent, and

the As hole scene truly solenm."

Extract from th? Minutes of the Warren Association, held at Warren^ in

the State of Rhode-Island, Sept. \0 andll.
*' The business of the Association being completed, at 3 o'clock Broth-

er Asa Niles, late of Boston, was ordained as an evangelist. The ex-

ercises were intr(jduced by Brother Baldwin, who began by prayer, and

preached from 2 Tim. ii. 1. Thou, therefore, my son, be strong in the

grace that is in Christ ^esus. The ordaining prayer was presented at the

throne of grace by Brother Bradley ; the Charge was given by Brother

Andrews ; the Right Hand of Fellowship by Brother Williams ; and

the concluding prayer by Bi-otlier Grafton."

Wednesday, Dec. 4, 1805, the Rev. William Batchelder was invest-

ed with the pastoral office of tlie Baptist church m Haverhill (lately

rendered vacant by the death of our much esteemed brother, Dr.
Smith.) The council met at the house of the pastor elect, at 10
c^clock, A. M. and attended the usual preparatory examination. At
12 repaired to the meeting-house. Brother Williams of Beverly com-
menced the public service by solemn prayer. Brother Baldwin of

Boston preached to the peo])lc from Col. i. 28. Brother Bolles of Sa-

lem gave the right hand of fellowship, and Brother Peak of Newbury-
Port made the concluding prayer. The profound silence, the solemn
•ountenances, tlie affectionate tears observable tlu'oug-h a numxrou.?
and crowded audiei>?e witnessed, that the semces vrere peculiarly in-

teresting and impres,slve.

From tlie uncommon tmanimitv manifested by the church and socic-

ty in the choice of Mr. Batchelder, we can but hope, that the great

iiepairer of breaches has mercifidly designed tliis connexion to be for

their mutu?l and lasting happiness.

^^'Hjdnesday, Jan. 1, 1806, was opened by solemn worship, the elegant

new brick meeting-ho\ise y.\ Salem. This spaciou? cditicc* ha.s been
erected by the Baptist Society in a little more than six montiis from the
time the first stone was hud. The work, though plain, i.s in a very neat
style.

This church was constituted, and their pastor, the Rev. Lucius Bolles,

ordained on the 9x\\. of Janu.-ary last. The church tlien consisted^of
about 50 members in September they had 72 ; several have been since

added. It is a little short of two years since this respectable society

first associated, u-hich may now justly be considered as one of the most
flourishing in the commonwealth.
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 1806, tlie Rev. Isai.ah Stone was installed in the

pastoral office over the Baptist church .and society in New-Boston, N.
H. Brother Baldwin of Boston introduced the .solemnity by prayer, and
then delivered a discourse, founded on Matthew xxviii. 19, 20. Brother
Williams of Beverly gave the charge. Brother CoUier of Charlcstown
gave the ri^ht hand of fellowship, and Brother Willardof Dublin made
the concluding prayer. It was a season of great solemnity and mucu
heartfelt joy.

* We think the hovsj is 72 by 60. F. d it o k ,










